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THE  WASTE  REDUCTION 
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It  Is  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  our  wasteful  "throwoway  society.'  There  is  no  more  away. 
Unless  the  towering  mountains  of  waste  that  we,  as  a  society,  discord  everyday  ore  reduced 
to  on  environmentally  sustainable  level  there  will  soon  be  no  place  for  our  garbage. 

Waste  reduction  is  one  of  the  top  environmental  priorities  of  the  Government  of  Ontario, 
which  has  set  a  target  of  at  least  25  per  cent  reduction  in  solid  waste  going  to  disposal  by 
1992  and  at  least  50  per  cent  by  the  year  2000.  Everyone  has  a  role  to  ploy  in  achieving 
these  targets  by  making  the  "3Rs'  hierarchy  of  waste  management  -  reduce,  reuse,  and 
recycle  -  a  port  of  doily  life.  It  is  a  challenge  that  con  be  met  only  by  a  co-operative  effort 
involving  all  sectors  of  society. 

Mandate  For  A  "Conserver  Decade" 

To  help  meet  this  challenge,  in  February  1991  the  Waste  Reduction  Office  was  established  by 
the  Ministry  of  the  Environment.  Its  mandate  is  to  develop  and  implement  new  and  effective 
policies,  programs,  lows  and  regulations  to  promote  3Rs  activities  throughout  Ontario  ac- 
cording to  the  four-port  IVosfe  Reduction  Action  Plan  announced  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Environment,  the  Honourable  Ruth  Grier.  This  plan,  she  said.  Is  "the  cornerstone  of  a  new 
conserver  society.' 

Working  in  partnership  with  business,  labour,  institutions,  oil  levels  of  government,  and  other 
groups  interested  in  protecting  the  environment,  the  Waste  Reduction  Office  is  developing 
innovative  approaches  to  waste  reduction  in  the  home,  workplace,  school,  and  the  com- 
munity. As  well,  it  Is  aggressively  pursuing  new  markets  for  used  materials. 

The  Waste  Management  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Environment,  complements  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Waste  Reduction  Office.  It  manages  funding  programs  for  municipalities  and 
industry,  investigates  disposal  technology  and  waste  sites,  and  manages  regulatory  pro- 
grams for  hazardous  and  industrial  wastes.  The  Waste  Reduction  Office  also  works  closely 
with  the  Waste  Reduction  Advisory  Committee,  a  group  of  3Rs  experts  providing  independ- 
ent advice  to  the  Minister  of  the  Environment.  And  It  also  works  with  staff  in  other  Govern- 
ment ministries  to  promote  environmentally-responsible  procurement  policies. 
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Participcrtory  Policy  Development 

The  Waste  Reduction  Office  welcomes  tfie  participation  of  externai  interest  groups  in  the 
"front  end'  of  poiicy  deveiopment.  Strategy  teams,  consisting  of  interest  group  representa- 
tives and  senior  Waste  Reduction  Office  staff,  identify  v/aste  reduction  priorities  and  methods 
of  impiementation  that  w\\\  heip  guide  the  w^ork  of  the  Waste  Reduction  Office.  Strategy 
teams  ore  being  created  according  to  three  generai  categories  of  waste:  residential  dry,  ICI 
(industrial/connmercial/institutlonal),  and  wef  waste.  Guidelines  for  participation  in  these 
three  strategy  teams  ore  under  deveiopment.  A  fourth  strategy  team  has  already  been 
established  to  work  on  reforms  to  the  waste  management  master  planning  process. 

The  results  of  this  participatory  policy  development  process  will  appear  in  a  series  of 
initiatives  papers.  Written  by  Waste  Reduction  Office  staff  with  the  Involvement  of  the  strat- 
egy teams,  these  documents  will  describe  proposed  actions  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Minis- 
try of  the  Environment  over  the  next  several  years  to  achieve  the  waste  reduction  targets. 
The  initiatives  papers  will  be  used  to  consult  the  public  on  major  policies  and  programs. 
Consultation  will  take  many  different  forms,  ranging  from  soliciting  public  comment  to  work- 
shops, seminars  and  public  meetings. 

Occasional  "technical  background  reports',  supplementing  the  initiatives  papers,  will  also 
be  published. 

Foil  1991  Initiatives 

In  fall  1991 ,  the  Waste  Reduction  Office  will  release  a  draft  initiatives  paper  describing  regula- 
tory measures  to  help  achieve  Ontario's  waste  reduction  targets.  The  regulations  address 
the  need  for: 

•  mandatory  industrial,  commercial  and  institutional  (ICI)  waste  audits  and 
workpians; 

•  mandatory  recycling  in  selected  ICI  sectors  and  all  but  the  smallest 
municipalities;  and 

•  mandatory  municipal  leaf  and  yard  composting  programs. 

Regulations  have  also  been  prepared  to  improve  the  approvals  requirements  and  standards 
for  waste  recycling  sites.  The  proposed  regulatory  measures  ore  scheduled  for  approval  in 
winter  1992,  and  implementationin  summer  1992. 


A  second  initiatives  paper  on  improvements  to  the  waste  management  master  planning 
process  will  also  be  released  in  late  fall  1991. 

The  Gr«crter  Toronto  Area 

Special  attention  is  being  devoted  to  solving  the  waste  crisis  In  the  Greater  Toronto  Area 
(GTA).  The  Waste  Reduction  Office  is  working  closely  with  Metropolitan  Toronto  and  the 
Regional  Municipalities  of  Durham,  York,  Peel  and  Halton  -  the  five  component  regions  of 
the  GTA  -  in  developing  and  Implementing  comprehensive  waste  reduction  plans  and  other 
3Rs  programs.  These  activities  will  be  concurrent  with  the  search  for  three  new  long-term 
landfill  sites  In  the  GTA  being  undertaken  by  the  new  Interim  Waste  Authority. 

Future  Initiatives 

In  the  coming  year,  the  Waste  Reduction  Office  will  focus  Increased  attention  on  market 
development  for  used  materials,  methods  of  financing  of  municipal  waste  management, 
packaging,  and  the  management  of  scrap  tires.  Elements  of  a  waste  reduction  public 
education  program  are  also  in  various  stages  of  development. 


For  more  inforrrKition  or  if  you  want  to  be  included  on  a  mailing  list,  please  complete  and 
mail  the  attached  reply  form. 

Additional  copies  of  this  publication  may  be  ordered  from  the  ministry's  Public  Information 
Centre  at  (416)  323-4321. 


APPENDIX:  ONTARIO'S  WASTE  REDUCTION  ACTION  PLAN 

Announced  on  Fobruary  21 ,  1991 ,  by  tho  Hon.  Ruth  Grier,  Minister  of  ttie  Environment 

The  province's  v/aste  reduction  action  pion  is  intended  to  divert  from  disposal,  at  the  very 
least,  25  per  cent  of  our  waste  by  1992  and  50  per  cent  by  the  year  2000.  To  achieve  these 
targets,  the  provincial  government  will  undertake  the  following  actions: 

•  Implementation  of  strong  regulatory  measures  to  reduce  at  source  the  flow  of 
valuable  resources  now  going  to  disposal; 

•  Development  of  the  necessary  financial  and  technical  systems  to  divert  these 
materials  from  landfills  and  into  productive  use  and  reuse; 

•  Help  to  create  healthy  markets  for  material  recovered  through  3Rs  programs; 
and 

•  Establishment  of  public  education  programs  that  will  provide  all  members  of 
Ontario  society  with  the  Information  they  need  to  make  responsible  3Rs  choices 
to  reduce  waste. 


•  Version  f  rangaise  disponlble 


YES,  I  would  like  to  be  Included  on  the  mailing  list  for  the  Initiatives  Papers  series. 


Name 


Organization 
Address  


Postal  Code 


PLEASE  also  send  to  me: 

□  Ontario 's  Waste  Reduction  Action  Plan  (01191  .SP) 

□  The  Waste  Crisis  In  the  Greater  Toronto  Area:  A  Provincial  Strategy  for 
Acf/on  (PIBS  1610) 


RETURN  TO:  Waste  Reduction  Office 

c/o  Public  information  Centre 
Ministry  of  the  Environment 
135  St.  Clair  Avenue  West 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M4V1P5 


